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Moth and BayL

Originally from Malta you are
now based in Cork, Ireland. Is this
where you created your head-
piece and accessory brand?
It’s where Moth and BayLeaf
started, definitely!

You describe yourself as a Jack of
All Trades. Please tell us about
the different creative projects you
have been working on lately…
It’s so varied that it’s sometimes
hard to put into a coherent list so
I’ll mention them as I think of
them. I worked with two musi-
cians late last year who each took
some of my micro-fiction and put
them to music or made little audi-
ble stories with them. That was
fun. I’ve also been working on a
comic book project with Mike
Kilburn, as a colourist, and am
writing down a skeleton for my
own comic book too. I’ve had
some illustration work for Merlin
Publishers this year, as well as a
couple of album covers and com-
missioned headpieces for brides
wanting to wear Moth and
BayLeaf… It’s just the beginning

of May and it’s been madly busy
so far!

What inspired you to come up with
this new line?
I was a tribal fusion dancer some
years ago when I still had spare
time, and needed to create a cos-
tume for a show I was to partici-
pate in. I enjoyed sourcing and
experimenting with feathers and
vintage items so much that I
became consumed with the notion
of adding an accessory-line to my
existing businesses. It kind of all
came together organically, the
name sprang to my head, the
logo, then a line of vintage-
inspired feathery headpieces...a
photoshoot later and I was selling
online.

Are you somewhat involved with
the fashion industry and creative
arts in Ireland?
I have had my work in the fashion
sections of local newspapers, on
runways in fashion shows and
find myself often involved in the
fashion industry as photographers
and stylists ask to use my pieces
on shoots. Hair-stylists, vintage
shop owners, you get to know
these people while organising
shoots and things. Some of them
became my close friends with
people in the field. People would
always joke that in Malta you had
to ‘know people’ to get anywhere.

Well it’s the same all over the
world, to be honest.

What kind of events have your
accessories been used for so far?
They’ve been used in themed
photoshoots, in bellydance and
aerial dance shows, appeared on
runways and many of my one-of-
a-kind pieces eventually ended up
on the heads of brides who now
own them. 

Who created the photo-shoot for
your magical collection and what
is the theme of this dreamy sce-
nario?
I was the creative assistant on both
these shoots. The Gypsy-themed
shoot was styled by Cork-based
Rhona Flynn and Samantha Hunt
shot the photographs. The theme
was time-travelling, extravagantly
fashion-conscious gypsy royalty.
The other shoot was for a swing-
dance poster, a ‘Cotton Club’
themed 1920’s-esque shoot,
which I also helped style myself.
I also shoot a lot of my work
myself, fashion photography is a
big interest of mine and I love to
experiment.

Have you had any orders specifi-
cally for brides and bridesmaids?
I’ve had several orders from
brides! I like to work with brides
that want something very unique
and specific or enjoy the extraor-
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dinary. I’ve also had orders for
fascinators from wedding atten-
dees or racecourse enthusiasts -
fascinators are really on trend
here at the moment and the ones
you get on the high street can get
a bit boring and samey. (A fasci-
nator is a beautiful hair accessory
– an arrangement of feathers,
flowers, ribbons and jewels. It is
usually fastened to a comb or
clip.)

Some of my work was featured

in a beautiful photo and video
shoot by local wedding stylists
Pearl&Godiva which gave my
work a boost.

How would you describe the style
for weddings – vintage or fanta-
sy?
I suppose a bit of both because I
do not follow strict vintage style.
Some of my work may look vin-
tage, or incorporate vintage pieces
(old tribal pieces from
Afghanistan are my favourites!)
but they do not conform to a spe-
cific era’s look, so it’s a fantasy
take on vintage really.

I also like to entirely break the
mold sometimes and allow myself
to play with the geometric shapes
of feathers for really extravagant
headpieces. Brides who come to
Moth and BayLeaf are usually
looking for something a bit unusu-
al anyways, I don’t think they
would like to be niched!

The headpieces are so striking
they would also lend well to the-
atre and the film industry. Would
you be able to create large orders
on commission?
Given enough forewarning I can
and have worked on large orders.
Because so many of my con-
stituent items need to be sourced
and ordered from all over the
world (from feathers to vintage
lace!), I’d need a couple of
months advanced notice before I
can accept a project as feasible.
But it has been done! Being a
Jack-of-All-Trades means I get to
be a miracle workers sometimes,

too... My advice to whoever wants
to commission me, whether the
order is a single item or many, is
to contact me as soon as they
think about it, just to see if it’s
possible! 

Do you ship worldwide?
I’ve shipped the world over,
secured and trackable shipping, in
my Moth And Bayleaf specific
packaging. If you’re looking for
something special to wear for an
upcoming occasion or event, or
you want to collaborate with me
on a shoot, contact me and I’ll be

happy to get into a dialogue,
wherever you are based!

For more information visit:
Moth and BayLeaf (Lisa’s

headpiece and accessory brand)
www.lisa-falzon.com/

moth-and-bayleaf/

Watch a video featuring Moth
and BayLeaf headpieces:

http://vimeo.com/26837931

Lisa Falzon’s blog 
and portfolio page: 
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